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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 9, 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gaskill et al., US 5,502,502. 

Regarding claims 9, 14, Gaskill et al. discloses in figures 1-4 a method for 
generating drive signals comprising the steps of: examining a sync signal (H SYNC) for 
the presence of one or more sync pulses (14, Fig. 3); outputting said one or more sync 
pulses as drive pulses if said sync pulses are present (FIG 4A); and enabling a free- 
running oscillator (oscillator in PLL 16) to output one or more drive pulses if said sync 
pulses are not present (FIG 4B)(column 1 , lines 45 - column 2, line 8). 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 15, the sync signal (H SYNC) is horizontal sync and the 
drive signal (H DRIVE) is horizontal drive. 

Regarding claims 1 2-1 3, 1 6-1 7 the limitations/features of whether the sync signal 
and the drive signal are NTSC signals or not are not given any patentable weight 
because of an intended use of a communication standard. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-8 are allowed. 
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Claim 10 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the best prior art of record, Gaskill et al., taken alone or in combination of other 
references, does not teach or fairly suggest "the repletion frequency of said free-running 
oscillator output is lower than that of said sync pulses" as set forth in claim 10 or the 
pulse duration as set forth in claims 1-8. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bell et al., US 7,307,481 discloses a frequency synchronization 
discriminator. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Chang whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1759. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 0700-1730. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pascal can be reached on (571) 272-1769. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Joseph Chang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2817 



